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armies  and the provinces.    The first commissioners, though
their work  was  not  yet  defined, and they had no stated
position, were sent out after  August 10 by the  Legislative
Assembly, the ministry, and the Commune of Paris     These
commissioners were especially directed to announce the news
of the suspension of the king to the provinces and the armies,
and it has been seen with what feelings their tidings were
received.    Of these the most important commissioners, from
their past career or future notoriety, were Oarnot, Prieur of
the Cote d'Or, and Gasparin, who were sent by the Legislative
Assembly to the armies ; Fr&ron and Mornoro, who were sent
by the ministry to Metz and the Calvados ; and, perhaps most
remarkable of all, Billaud-Varenne, sent by the Commune of
Paris to the camp at Ch&lons.    The great success   of these
commissioners, and  the universal respect with   which  they
were received, led the Convention to develop the system, and
commissioners, generally deputies, were at a later date sent to
every part of France.    These representatives on mission have
an important history of their own, and it is only to be re-
marked here that their functions were at first very ill-defined.
The commissioners sent by the Convention  were  generally
deputies of the Plain.     The  great  orators  of the Gironde
never seem to have gone on mission at all; and though in
later days Couthon and Saint-Just left Robespierre's side, at
present the chief deputies of the Mountain remained in their
seats in the Convention, and did not go to the provinces.    It
is, therefore, all the more extraordinary that those deputies
of the Marsh, who were contented to hold their tongues and
1 sit mute in the Convention, were yet able to rise to the height
of their position in the provinces, and were able, often in the
face of great dangers, to leave their mark on the history of
the districts which they visited more deeply than either the
intendants of the ancien regime or the imperial pr&fets.    It
was thus in the month of November that Gr^goire, H&rault
de Sechelles, Jagot, and Simond were sent to Chamb^ry to
reorganize Savoy, and to establish it as  the eighty-fourth
department of France, the department of Mont Blanc, and the
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